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would be remunerative or whether it might not on the other hand
involve financial loss. But to the financial part of the case His
Highness gave not one moment's thought, so insignificant did
he regard it in comparison with the two cardinal evils of
upsetting the minds of his subjects and adding to British
influence in his dominions. He allowed but little scope for
persuasion, as he would close discussion by an abrupt negative.
It seemed probable that I should have to depart re infecta;
for even at my farewell interview with him he did not say he
would consent." Afterwards, at the last moment, just before I
left the Residency his permission was received. Though loyal
at heart, he dreaded the British Government and disliked its
civilization, yet he felt that it was the only strong tower
where he could in extremity take refuge. So he reluctantly
accepted its railway as a crowning evil.

At the farewell interview, the Mzam seemed more distant
and haughty than ever towards the Minister, whose nervous-
ness was accordingly increased. I addressed to His Highness
as many kind and respectful words as could be compressed
into a few sentences of Hindustani, and he relaxed so far
as to give quite a gracious answer. As we left His High-
ness's presence, the Minister expressed his satisfaction at my
having spoken so respectfully to the Nizam. It was clear
from the conversation that, despite the treatment he had so long
been receiving from his master, Salar Jang felt to the full that
affectionate veneration which all Muhammadans of the Deccan
feel for the hereditary chief of their State.

The Nizam and his Minister did all in thefr power to impart
brightness to the farewell entertainments which, according to
custom, were given to me as a departing Eesident. On these
occasions the pyrotechnic displays preserved their Oriental
character, but were improved by European art under the direc-
tion of French artists who had been for generations in the
Nizam's service. The devices were varied and ingenious,
chiefly in imitation of natural objects. Fountains of fire
were produced, from which the sparkling light bubbled up
and, overflowing, glided along like real water. From the